
 

In-person worship and communion 

Saturday, 5:30 pm | Sunday, 9:30 am 

Sunday School 10:45 am (Sept. thru May) 

Please continue to visit our website at 

www.stpaulsdallaspa.org for worship 

resources to use as you are able, and to 

join our Live Stream Zoom meeting at 

9:30 am on Sunday. 
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                              ST. PAUL'S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church is a family called together by God and united by a  

common faith. 
 

Our mission is to share with all people God's Love and Grace through Word  

and Sacrament.  Through the Holy Spirit, we are empowered to witness and serve,  

treating one another with Love, Compassion, Forgiveness, and Understanding. 
 

By our commitments, actions, deeds, and resources, we share the Good News of  

Jesus Christ, reaching out to our Community, Nation, and World. 
 

Adopted May 1993 
 

 

Phone:  570-675-3859 
Fax:      570-675-5646 
Email:  stpaul@epix.net 
Web Page:   
      www.stpaulsdallaspa.org  
 
Rev Charles H. Grube, Pastor 
Home Phone:  570-696-2688 
 

GoodNews

http://www.stpaulsdallaspa.org/
mailto:stpaul@epix.net
http://www.stpaulsdallaspa.org/


ST.  PAUL 'S STAFF 

Pastor Rev. Charles H. Grube 
Office Staff Gail Smallwood & Carol Fett 
Dir. of Music/Organist Margaret Quintanar 
Youth Choir Dir. Jean Grube 
Minister of Technology Marissa Miller 
Sexton James Madonna 
 

Sunday School Superintendent Tony Linnen 
Financial Secretary Ruth Ide 
 
 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
    2026/2027                  2027/2028            2028/2029 
   Frank Mariano*           Larry Pierce*     Don Kretchmer* 
   Gail Smallwood*         Bruce Thomas*   Julie Holbrook 
   Marissa Miller*            Gail Ide*             Keith Brosious 
   Amanda Brezovsky      Pat Peiffer*         Open Position 
*Final Term  
 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 
President Rev. Charles H. Grube 
Vice-President Frank Mariano 
Secretary Gail Smallwood 
Treasurer Carol Fett 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Christian Education    Marissa Miller, Julie Holbrook, 

Amanda Brezovsky and Keith Brosious 
Communications Marissa Miller/Gail Smallwood 
Evangelism Gail Ide 
Fellowship Julie Holbrook, Larry Pierce 
Finance   Bruce Thomas, 
  Pat Peiffer, Frank Mariano, Carol Fett 
Head Start Carol Fett 
Health Ministry Gail Ide 
Landscaping Position Open 
Long Range Planning Frank Mariano/ 
 Don Kretchmer, Amanda Brezovsky 

 and Keith Brosious 
Property Bruce Thomas, Pat Peiffer, 
 Carol Fett and Frank Mariano 
Salary Review Frank Mariano 
Social Ministry  Larry Pierce 
Staff Support Frank Mariano, Don Kretchmer 
Worship & Music Pat Peiffer 
 

፠   ፠   ፠ 
 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

  The next issue of the 

GOOD NEWS will be 

the  2026 issue and the 

deadline for all 

submissions will be 

Noon on Sunday, June 21. 

   PRAYER LIST - Please remember to ask 

permission from the person you are placing on the 

prayer list.    Pray for the Congregation of Holy 

Trinity, Kingston, and Prince of Peace Episcopal 
Church, Dallas.  
 
 

   Pray for those suffering illness:   Members: Tom 

Ash, Chris Bellezza, Annie and Marty Bisher, Pam 
Cyphers, Mary Lou Daley Button, Fran Dierolf, 

Margaret Edwards, Cheryl Everhart, Grace Fisher, 
Marge Fritzinger, Lois Gdovin, Daniel Henderson, 

Robert Kline, June Lorah, Linda Lundberg, 
Cynthia Mahalick, Jonathan Mancke, Marissa 
Miller, Raelene Napierkowski, Leah Pambianco, 

Pat Peiffer, Rachelle Pryor, Wally Richardson, Val 
Rothrock, Greta Ruckno, Dave Scheff, Carol 

Swanson, Tim Swanson, John Thomas, Anita 
Weiss, Geri Williams, Peter and Carol Wittkamp, 

Alyson Wood. 
 

   Please note: Those people listed as Family and 

Friends will be listed here for a four-week period.  

Please contact the church office at 570-675-3859 

or stpaul@epix.net if you desire a name to remain 

on the list beyond that time.  
 
Family & Friends:  Alanna Berger, Robert Boone, 

Darcy Bradley, Marjorie Catania, Susan Collini, 
Paul Davis, Susan DeArmitt, Janet DeCosta, 

Debbie Demuro, Ryan Doughton, Denise Ekdahl, 
Nancy Gillies, Theresa Hahn, Nancy Harm, 

Debbie Hilbert, Marty Hille, Jenn Hubbard, 
Christine Ide, Michael Kaminski, Joe Kerestes, 
Debbie Kertesz, Bradley Kessler, Alice Laskowski, 

Jim Madonna, Carol Marker, Carleton McGrady, 
Becky Morgan, Patty N., Tim Nulton, Ryleigh 

Phillips, Paul Pryor, Abraham Quintanar, Febe 
Quintanar, Andy Reistetter, Doris Rosencrans, 

Robin Rosencrans, Lloyd and Bonnie Ryman, 
Karen Sadler, Sandra Serhan, Nancy Shymanski, 
Richard Skurski, Sandy Sprau, Benjamin Szostak, 

Abigail Thomas, Larry Titus, Pat Titus, Corrine 
Varneke, Tabitha Walters, Wayne Williams, Karen 

Wise, Peg Wyda, Mary Z., Ashley, Bethann, Keith, 
Megan, the M family, Johnny, Donna, Betsy  (no 

last names given). 
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Update on the council meeting held Tuesday, 

April 7: Pastor’s Report: Holy Week and Easter 
worship services at St. Paul’s and Prince of Peace 
went well and were well received. Two Council 

Members will join Pastor Grube in attending the 
Mission District Assembly at St. Mathhew’s 

Lutheran Church in Scranton on April 25.  
 

Landscaping: Council thanked Personal Touch 
Landscaping for clearing and mulching the 
landscape beds before Easter.  

 

Christian Education: Sunday School students 

created resurrection gardens on Palm/Passion 
Sunday. The committee is asking the 
congregation to support its Head Start program 

by purchasing gas and grocery gift cards for Head 
Start families. The Head Start breakfast will be 

held on April 26.  
 

Property: The sanctuary lights have been repaired 
at a cost of $950. March’s snowplowing, salt and 
cindering bill was $990.   

 

Finance: The committee welcomes ideas from the 

congregation on possible fundraisers for the 
church. 
 

†   †   † 

 

A CHILD’S FAVORITE WORD 
 
   A six-year-old boy attended a church conference 

with his parents. After listening for a short while, 
he began to fidget in his seat. To help him settle 

down, his mother handed him a notepad and 
pencil and suggested he make a mark every time 
the speaker said the word “and.” 

   Before long, the boy grew restless again. 
“Would you like to listen for a different word?” 

his mother whispered. 
   “Yes,” he replied. “I’d like to listen for 

‘Amen.’” 

WEEKLY WHITE OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 2026 2025 

January $   7,760.63 $   10,574.77 

February $ 12,154.68 $   12,263.93 

March $ 13,630.60 $   12,766.88 

April $      $       

May $    $     

June $    $     

July $    $     

August $    $     

September $    $     

October $      $      

November   

TOTAL $ 33,545.91 $ 35,605.58 
. 

Budget Update: St. Paul’s finances as of 

March 20206 
 

 Jan.-Mar. 2026 
Year to Date 

Jan. – Mar. 2025* 
Year to Date 

Total Income* $  44,102.40 $  44,763.18 

Transfer/Savings $  25,246.64 $  29,690.00 

Total Expenses $  82,289.51 $  78,557.32 
 

*General Fund – does not include Special Appeals or 
     Designated Funds 
 

General Fund Monthly Income vs. Expenses 
 

MONTH                INCOME EXPENSES 
 

January               $  14,391.01 $  30,745.97 

February             $  14,203.61 $  24,888.29 
March                 $  15,507.78            $  26,955.25 

April                   $                               $   
May                 $                               $   

June                 $                               $   
July                 $                               $   
August                $                               $   

September          $                               $   

October              $                               $   

November          $                               $   
December           $                              $   

 

      TOTAL        $  44,102.40           $  82,289.51 

 

 

 
 

 



SPECIAL DATES 

• National Day of Prayer, May 7 

• Mother's Day, May 10 

• Ascension of the Lord, May 14 

• Armed Forces Day, May 16 

• Brotherhood Roast Beef Dinner, May 16 

• Day of Pentecost, May 24 

• Memorial Day, May 25 

• Trinity Sunday, May 31 

 

†   †   † 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in 

Christ, 
 

   The fifty days of Easter wind 
up this month and come to a 
grand climax on Pentecost, May 

24, with the pouring out of the 
Spirit of the Lord on all nations, 

empowering the church to take 
up the work of the now 

resurrected and ascended Lord 
Jesus.  
 

   While it ironically coincides with the season of 
the year when the school and program year ends 

and the respite and renewal of vacations loom on 
our horizon, the church year’s worship during the 

season after Pentecost actually turns to that 
church’s work in its ministry, mission, and 
discipleship. So, we will continue our active 

schedule of activities, ministries, and service as 
always. I look forward to our ongoing work 

together. 
 

In the Spirit’s power, 
Pastor Grube 

 

†   †   † 

 

 
"A good character is the best tombstone. Those 

who loved you and were helped by you will 
remember you when the forget-me-nots are 

withered. Carve your name on hearts, and not on 
marble." 
                                          —Charles H. Spurgeon 

NEW MEMBER INFO 

  
   We will receive new 

members of St. Paul’s on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 

24, by Affirmation of 
Baptism. Pastor will meet 
with those interested the 

previous Sunday, May 17, 
for an orientation during 

the Sunday School hour, 9:45-10:45. We’ll talk 
about Lutheranism and our congregation and its 

ministry and get to know one another.  
 
   If you or someone you know would like to 

become a member, please contact the church 
office to share your interest or your questions. 

 

†   †   † 

 

NEWSLETTER NEWS 

 

 
Following discussion, 
a motion and a vote at 

last January’s Annual 
Meeting, the church 

office will soon begin sending out the majority of 
our newsletters via email. This is in an effort to 
save on paper, toner, envelopes/labels, postage, 

etc.  
 

   Please see the display table in the Narthex; there 
are three options for you to choose from – 1.  Sign 

up for email version; 2. Sign up to pick up a 
printed copy at church (found on table in the 
Narthex); 3. Sign up to have a printed copy 

mailed to you.  If you can’t sign up at church, 

please contact the church office at 570.675.3859 

or via email: stpaul@epix.net and indicate your 
option. 

 
   The June issue will be the last totally printed 
and mailed copy; the summer (July/August) issue 

will be the start of our new procedure. 
 

   And please note: our current monthly 
newsletters are always posted to our website! You 

can find the Good News easily by visiting our 
website at www.stpaulsdallaspa.org and clicking 
on the newsletter link at the top of the page. 

mailto:stpaul@epix.net
http://www.stpaulsdallaspa.org/


SYNOD EVENTS 

 
   The Northeast PA Synod Assembly will be next 

month, Thursday to Saturday, June 4-6, but the 
work to prepare it has been fully underway for 

some time. This is a particularly important 
assembly because in addition to the usual 
business, reports, budget, and elections will be the 

election of the bishop.  
 

   The Synod Council has already surveyed the 
synod with an online questionnaire to determine 

the synod’s needs, concerns, and priorities as a 
way to discern whom we might want to serve in 
that important office. Gail Ide and Marissa Miller 

will serve as our congregation’s voting members. 
 

   There are also many opportunities for 
volunteers to assist the work of the assembly and 

volunteers are exempt from the registration fee. 
You can read more about the assembly and 
register as a visitor or volunteer on the synod’s 

website under the “Events” tab, 
nepasynod.org/assembly2026/.  

 
   As the preparations continue, we encourage you 

to remember in your prayers our synod, the 
committees planning the assembly, and those 
who will be voting. 

 
   Once again, St. Paul’s has been asked to serve 
as the host for a synod gathering this month. 

Pastors and Deacons who serve in already 
established or forming 6261 ministries regularly 

gather as a cohort for support and collegiality, 
spiritual growth and learning, and we will be 

hosting their next retreat Wednesday, May 13. 
This will be an easy one for us since it is simply 

providing the gathering space for their time, but it 

is one more reminder of the ministry we are able 
to do for the greater church beyond our 

congregational ministry.  
 

   Our church home has come to be an important 
resource for our synod and mission district for 
bringing people together, and that is something 

for which we can praise and thank God.  

 
 

†   †   † 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY  

 
   Along with the Easter 

season, our Bible This 
Week weekly Bible Study 

will also wind down for 
the season. Our final study will be Tuesday, May 
19 when we will look at the texts for Pentecost. In 

the meantime, we will continue to gather each 
week 10:30-11:30 am to read and share reflections 

on the scripture readings for the coming 
weekend’s worship. We invite and encourage you 

to come and share your thoughts, insights, and 
questions. The texts are listed each week in the 
worship bulletin and will continue throughout the 

summer for your own devotional reading. 
 

†   †   † 
 

PINOCHLE GROUP NEWS 

 

 
   A pinochle card group meets 

at St. Paul’s on the first Tuesday 
of each month, and we would 

like to invite anyone who likes 
to play cards to join us! We start at 11:00 a.m. 

with a bag lunch and then play pinochle from 
11:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Please feel free to join us. 
For more information leave a message for Annie 

Bisher at the church at 570-675-3859 and she will 
get back to you. 
 

†   †   † 

 

GRATEFUL FOR THOSE WHO GAVE ALL 

 
   We remember, O Lord, the 

men and women who 

have made the supreme 
sacrifice for our country. 

Help us never to breathe 
the air of freedom, claim 

the right to justice or 
enjoy the privilege of worship 

without deep gratitude for those who gave “the 

last full measure of devotion” for our sake. 
 

   May they now know the peace of eternity and 
the joy of your presence. Through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

https://nepasynod.org/assembly2026/


FREE LEGAL CLINIC 
 

   For the past few months, Pastor Grube has been 
in conversation with a leader of St. Therese’s 

Catholic Church who is enthusiastic about 
sharing ministries, citing our relationship with 

Prince of Peace.  St. Therese’s membership has 
been invited to attend our monthly Grief Support 
Group and our meetings are now advertised in 

their parish bulletins and newsletter.  In turn,  
St. Paul’s and Prince of Peace have been invited 

to advertise and take advantage of St. Therese’s 
free legal clinic. The clinic is open on Saturdays, 

usually 10:00 am to noon; the next scheduled 
dates are May 9 and 23. Future sessions may be 
found on their “Parish Events Calendar” under 

the “Schedule” tab on their website, stthereses-
shavertown.com or by calling the parish office at 

570.696.1144. 
 

†   †   † 
 

 
 

   The Head Start Annual Anniversary Luncheon 
is always an inspiring event to attend, but it will 
be a special honor this month because this year, 

St. Paul’s will be honored as a community partner 
for the work and projects we have done to support 

our Back Mountain site here at St. Paul’s. The 

Back Mountain staff nominated us and we are 

honored and delighted at the recognition.  
 
   This special honor will be in addition to the 

usual celebration that includes the awarding of 
scholarships for Head Start alumni now headed 

off to college and the recognition of staff members 
marking anniversary years of service. Three of 

our Back Mountain staff members will be 
honored for their 5, 10, and 25 year anniversaries!  
 

 
 

 

RAILROAD CLUB SPEAKERS 

 
   The Back Mountain 

Railroad Club will offer 
its next Community 

Historical Presentation 
on Saturday, May 9 at 
1:00 pm at St. Paul’s. 

Main speaker Harrison 
Wick will present “Trains and Trolleys of the 

Back Mountain.” Local historian Sandra Sehan 
will give a pictorial postcard presentation of 

Harveys Lake, and Mike Brinola will display an 
historically accurate diorama of the Harris Hill 
Road bridge. Admission is free and open to the 

public; donations accepted. 
 

†   †   † 

 

 

TIME TO MAKE THE BLANKETS! 

 
   Please join the Social Ministry Committee in 
the Social Hall from 10:00-11:30 am to make 
blankets for the children’s grief and special needs 

camps at Hillside Farm on any of the following 
dates: Mondays—May 4, 11, and 18 and 

Wednesdays—May 6, 20, and 27. No special 
skills are necessary. If you have a question, please 

contact Marianne Mancke. 

 

†   †   † 

 

   St. Paul’s Brotherhood will hold its second roast 
beef dinner of the year on Saturday, May 16, 

from 4:00-6:30 pm. This sit-down dinner will 
feature roast beef and gravy, mashed potatoes, 

two vegetables, a dinner roll, pepper hash, 
beverages and dessert. Tickets are $16 for adults, 

$5 for children and will be available at the door 
the night of the dinner. Take-outs will begin at  
3:30 pm. 

 

†   †   † 



LABYRINTH WALK 

 
   St. Paul’s labyrinth will be open 

on Wednesday, May 20, from 
3:00-6:00 pm. Church members 

will be on hand to offer guidance 
in walking the labyrinth. The 

walk is free and open to the public. Shoes are not 

worn while walking the labyrinth; please wear or 
bring socks. For more information contact the 

church office at 570-675-3859. 
 

†   †   † 
 

 

   On Thursday, May 
21, and on the third 
Thursday of each 

month, the Grief 
Support Group will 

meet at St. Paul’s at 
6:30 pm. These meetings are free and open to the 

public. 
 

†   †   † 

 

FATHER’S DAY APPEAL 

 
   This coming June 21 is Father’s Day, and we 
hope you will take this opportunity to honor or 

remember the fathers in your life by making a 
special donation this year which will benefit the 

ministries of St. Paul’s. 
 

   An envelope and order form are included with 
this newsletter and your memorial will be in the 
bulletin listing on Father’s Day. You may place 

your form/payment in the envelope provided and 

bring it to the church to the offering plate or mail 

it to St. Paul’s. You also may make your donation 
online by visiting the church website at 

www.stpaulsdalaspa.org and click on the Online 
Giving link. You will be directed to the Vanco 
online site where you can make a donation to the 

Father’s Day Appeal and enter the name of your 
loved one for the bulletin. 

 
 

†   †   † 
 

Sooner or later, we all quote our mothers. 

REQUESTED RECIPE 
 

   COCONUT CREAM ICE CREAM DESSERT 
(served at April Dorcas meeting) by Lois 
Hardisky 

 
   Crush 60 Ritz crackers (use slightly salted). 

Melt one stick of butter then mix with crumbs.  
Save 1/3 cup for topping. Press remainder into  

9 x 13 pan. Soften a half gallon vanilla ice cream 
at room temperature. Mix 1 1/2 cup milk with ice 
cream and add two small boxes of instant coconut 

cream pudding. Mix till smooth.  Pour 
pudding/ice cream mixture on top of crust. 

Refrigerate till firm. Spread with Cool Whip 
(optional). Sprinkle with remaining crumbs.  

Enjoy! 
 
   Note: other flavors of pudding have been used 

successfully. 
 

†   †   † 

 

GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST 

 
   Pentecost will be celebrated at St. Paul’s on 

Sunday, May 24, and we will place our order for 
geraniums during the second week of May. If you 

would like to order geraniums to be used to 
decorate the Sanctuary on that Sunday, please fill 
out the order form and payment envelope 

included with this newsletter. Your name will be 
included in the bulletin on Pentecost.  

 
   Or you may make your donation via our 

website, stpaulsdallaspa.org, and click on the On-
line Giving link, then look for the Geraniums 
icon. If you have questions about on-line giving, 

please contact Carol Fett at cafett54@gmail.com, 
or call 570.852.9176.  

 
   Thank you for your support! 

 

†   †   † 

 
   The secret of my success is that at an early age I 

discovered that I was not God. 
 

—Oliver Wendell Holme 
 
 

http://www.stpaulsdalaspa.org/


 

 

BEAR CREEK CAMP NEWS 
 

   Bear Creek Camp shared some significant 

statistics in its recent newsletter about the 
effectiveness of church camp.  
 

   “As staff, we have the privilege of seeing 
firsthand the growth and development of each 

camper — not only from one summer to the next, 
but often within just a week. We know that camp 

is more than just a fun place to spend the summer 
— it's where kids explore nature, build 
meaningful friendships, grow in confidence, 

overcome challenges, and develop lasting 
resilience. Research also reinforces what we see 

every day. The American Camp Association's 
Youth Outcomes Study confirms that camp is a 

unique and powerful force in youth development 
— giving kids the chance to connect with peers 
from all walks of life and push past their own 

boundaries. These aren't small moments; they're 
the building blocks of who a child becomes.” 

 
   Here are some of the ACA Study’s findings: 96 

percent of campers reported that camp helped 
them make new friends, 93 percent said camp 

helped them to get to know kids who are different 

from them, 92 percent reported that the people at 
camp helped them feel good about themselves, 

and 74 percent reported that they did things they 
were afraid to do at first.  

 
   Your support of Bear Creek Camp is so 
important to so many children and youth whose 

lives are impacted by their experience at camp. 
Thank you. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Hi Everyone, 

   First the tease of summer and then the cold. At 

least it’s going to warm up to normal spring 
weather soon.  

   And that reminds me of those Blood Thirsty 
TICKS! Not only the adults, but those itsy, bitsy 
brand-new ones who are extremely hungry and 

going after anything warm blooded. And people 
talk about bears being hungry! They’re nothing 

compared to ticks (and mosquitoes)! 

   Go to pa.gov/agencies/health and type in Ticks 

in the search box. Or go to 
pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-
conditions/infectious-disease/vectorborne-

diseases/tick-diseases. You can find prevention 
methods, tick removal, the different kinds of ticks 

and where they’re found, diseases with 
symptoms, and more. I hope these resources are 

helpful. 

   Would you believe there is even a very 
informative Tick Calendar?  You can find it by 

typing “Tick Calendar” in the search box at 
pa.gov/agencies/health. 

   Sorry about being so against ticks, but I’ve had 
the “bull’s eye” rash and had to go on antibiotics. 

They are not my friends. Neither are mosquitoes, 
who come from miles around to get me! 

In Love and Service and Gratitude,  

Gail Ide, member of the Health Ministries Team 
 

†   †   † 

 

 

 
“A God wise enough to create me and the world I 

live in is wise enough to watch out for me.” 
                       

                                                      —Philip Yancey 
 

 

http://www.pa.gov/agencies/health
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/vectorborne-diseases/tick-diseases
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/vectorborne-diseases/tick-diseases
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/vectorborne-diseases/tick-diseases


A NOTE TO SAY HELLO 

 
   There are no doubts 

texts and emails are 
highly efficient and 

effective. Nonetheless, 
there are times when a 
personal handwritten 

note can offer an 
appreciated personal touch. Yet it may be difficult 

to find the time and right things to say in the note.  
 

   Think of the purpose of the card.  Is it to 
comfort a person who is ill or experiencing a lot 

of stress? To reach out to a friend or relative 
whom you have not spoken to in a while? To 

welcome a new neighbor? To reach a school, 
organization, or community leader to make them 

aware of our church's numerous spiritual and 
community services? To attract a potential new 
member?  
 

   "Note to Say Hello" picture cards of our St. 
Paul's are available in the church office Monday 

through Thursday; before and after Saturday 
evening and Sunday morning services; or by 

calling Grace Fisher via the church office at 570-
675-3859 if other arrangements are needed. All 
proceeds benefit Dorcas Fundraising for service 

and community projects. Twelve cards/envelopes 
in durable folder for $15.00. Cash or checks 

accepted; please make check payable to St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church.  Psalm 118:24 is included 

inside: "This is the day the Lord has made, let us 
rejoice and be glad.” 
 

†   †   † 
 

GRADUATION SEASON 
 

   Graduation season is now here! Do you have a 

soon-to-be-graduated family member from either 
high school of college? Please let the church office 

know (570.675.3859 or stpaul@epix.net) and we 
will announce your great news in the June 

newsletter. 
 

   Here is news of a May graduate: Lily Catherine 
Wood, daughter of David and Alyson Wood and 

granddaughter of Cathy Ridout, will receive her 
Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the University 

of Sciences at St. Joseph University on Friday, 
May 15. 

DORCAS NEWS 

 

   THANK YOU to everyone who assisted with 

the spring Dorcas rummage/bake sale; from 
helping to unload donations, setting up 
tables/chairs, organizing and pricing all the 

merchandise and bake sale items, cleaning up, 
etc.—the work was endless and all the help was 

greatly appreciated. 
 

   And a quick reminder that the June 9 Dorcas 
meeting will be a summer picnic at 6:00 pm in the 
social hall. Please bring a dish or dessert to share. 

This will be the last meeting until September 8. 
All women of the church are invited and 

encouraged to attend. 
 

 

 

 

†   †   † 
 

MOTHER — AND MORE 

 
Though I’ve primarily known God as Father — 
along with metaphors such as rock, eagle, 

shepherd, potter — I also learned of Scripture 
passages portraying God as mother. For example 

(all NIV):  
• “For a long time, I have kept silent. … But 

now, like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, 
I gasp and pant” (Isaiah 42:14).  

• “As a mother comforts her child, so will I 

comfort you” (Isaiah 66:13).  
• “Like a bear robbed of her cubs, I will 

attack them” (Hosea 13:8).  
• In others, God is pictured doing traditional 

“women’s work”: making clothes (Genesis 

3:21), sweeping (Isaiah 14:23), preparing 
and hosting a meal (Proverbs 9:1-6), 

baking bread (Luke 13:21).   
•  

   One of my favorite images of God is tucked in 
Hosea. While many modern dads nurture their 

toddlers this way, the tender words surely call to 
mind a mama’s care: “It was I who taught [Israel] 

to walk. … To them I was like one who lifts a 
little child to the cheek, and I bent down to feed 
them” (Hosea 11:3-4). Most importantly, God — 

however known — is loving and good.  
 

—Heidi Hyland Mann  

mailto:stpaul@epix.net


 

 

 

 

FROM THE MAILBOX 
 

To the Social Ministry Committee, 
 

   I want to thank the committee for their Easter 
gift bag that was delivered to me by Aileen 

Whelan (?).  The gift bag was filled with a 
wonderful assortment of items and the cookies 
were delicious – everything was greatly 

appreciated.  Thank you for your hard work and 
for the care and concern.  God bless! 

 
    Ruth Ide 
 

To the Social Ministry Committee, 
 

   I’d like to thank the ladies who brought the 
wonderful Easter gifts. You always tuck in some 

good surprises!  We enjoy everything! 
 

   With the love of Christ, 
   Carol and Tim Swanson 
 

To the members of St. Paul’s: 
 

   Thank you for the lovely Easter card with the 
beautiful cross. I also appreciate Pat Kowalek 

coming over and visiting. I have been enjoying 
everything St. Paul’s gave me and wish you all a 

blessed Easter. 
 
   Thank you kindly, 

   Greta Ruckno 
 

†   †   † 
 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

   1st   Samantha Zimmerman 
   2nd   Gail Ide 
   3rd   Alaina Schukraft 

   5th   Derek Siperko 
   8th   Jessica Gdovin 

   Justin Yost 
10th   Jacob Cooper 

11th   Cassondra Miller 
13th   Ryan Orgitano 
14th   Kelly Bellezza 

   Kelly Spudis 
15th   Griffin Kowalek 

   Louis (Chip) Wagner 
16th   Houston Brice 

   Cassandra Harmon-Stochla 
17th   Rakan Eyad Masri 
19th   Jeff Hall 

   Bonny Miller 
   Valeria Rothrock 

20th   Noah Wood 
22nd   Robert Cyphers 

   Lisa Fetterman 
   Cynthia Mahalick 
25th   Mary Lou Daley-Button 

   Carrie Edwards 
  Holly O’Brien 

  Rachelle Pryor 
  John Thompson 

26th    Ross Gdovin 
27th   James Siperko 
29th   Amanda Brezovsky 

   Gregory Kutchma 
30th   Mark Drumin 

   Ty Yost 
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
3RD   Bruce & Debbie Weaver 
4th   Robert & Debra Bayer 

7th   Phil & Ardeth Dale 
13th    Philip & Bonny Miller 

14th   Anne & Charles Swepston 
17th   Jim & Chris Bellezza 
19th    Dan & Sarah Di’Giovanni 

24th   Rich & Julie Dec 
   Jim & Jacqueline Siperko 

29th   Greg & Carrie Kutchma 
31st   Gary & Karen Tomalis 

 


