
 

In-person worship and communion 

Saturday, 5:30 pm | Sunday, 9:30 am 

Sunday School 10:45 am (Sept. thru May) 

Please continue to visit our website at 

www.stpaulsdallaspa.org for worship 

resources to use as you are able, and to 

join our Live Stream Zoom meeting at 

9:30 am on Sunday. 
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                              ST. PAUL'S MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church is a family called together by God and united by a  
common faith. 

 

Our mission is to share with all people God's Love and Grace through Word  

and Sacrament.  Through the Holy Spirit, we are empowered to witness and serve,  
treating one another with Love, Compassion, Forgiveness, and Understanding. 

 

By our commitments, actions, deeds, and resources, we share the Good News of  

Jesus Christ, reaching out to our Community, Nation, and World. 
 

Adopted May 1993 
 

 

Phone:  570-675-3859 
Fax:      570-675-5646 
Email:  stpaul@epix.net 
Web Page:   
      www.stpaulsdallaspa.org  
 

GoodNews

http://www.stpaulsdallaspa.org/
mailto:stpaul@epix.net
http://www.stpaulsdallaspa.org/


ST.  PAUL 'S STAFF 

Pastor Vacancy 
Office Staff Gail Smallwood & Carol Fett 
Dir. of Music/Organist Margaret Quintanar 
Youth Choir Dir. Vacancy 
Minister of Technology Marissa Miller 
Sexton James Madonna 
 

Sunday School Superintendent Tony Linnen 
Financial Secretary Ruth Ide 
 
 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
    2026/2027                  2027/2028            2028/2029 
   Frank Mariano*           Larry Pierce*     Don Kretchmer* 
   Gail Smallwood*         Bruce Thomas*   Julie Holbrook 
   Marissa Miller*            Gail Ide*             Keith Brosious 
   Amanda Brezovsky      Pat Peiffer*         Open Position 
*Final Term  
 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 
President Vacancy 
Vice-President Frank Mariano 
Secretary Gail Smallwood 
Treasurer Carol Fett 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Christian Education    Marissa Miller, Julie Holbrook, 

Amanda Brezovsky and Keith Brosious 
Communications Marissa Miller/Gail Smallwood 
Evangelism Gail Ide 
Fellowship Julie Holbrook, Larry Pierce 
Finance   Bruce Thomas, 
  Pat Peiffer, Frank Mariano, Carol Fett 
Head Start Carol Fett 
Health Ministry Gail Ide 
Landscaping Position Open 
Long Range Planning Frank Mariano/ 
 Don Kretchmer, Amanda Brezovsky 

                                                    and Keith Brosious 
Property Bruce Thomas, Pat Peiffer, 
 Carol Fett and Frank Mariano 
Salary Review Frank Mariano 
Social Ministry  Larry Pierce 
Staff Support Frank Mariano, Don Kretchmer 
Worship & Music Pat Peiffer 
 

፠   ፠   ፠ 
 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

  The next issue of the 

GOOD NEWS will be 

the December 2026 issue 

and the deadline for all 

submissions will be 

Noon on Sunday, November 15. 

PRAYER LIST - Please remember to ask 

permission from the person you are placing on the 

prayer list.    Pray for the Congregation of 

Shepherd of the Hills, Dushore, Prince of Peace 
Episcopal, Dallas, Grace Episcopal, Kingston and 
Trinity Episcopal, West Pittston. 

 
   Pray for those suffering illness:   Members: Tom 

Ash, Chris Bellezza, Annie and Marty Bisher, Pam 
Cyphers, Mary Lou Daley Button, Fran Dierolf, 

Margaret Edwards, Cheryl Everhart, Grace Fisher, 
Marge Fritzinger, Lois Gdovin, Colin Grube, 

Daniel Henderson, Robert Kline, Martha Kush, 
June Lorah, Raelene Napierkowski, Wally 
Richardson, Val Rothrock, Greta Ruckno, Carol 

Swanson, John Thomas, Colette Weaver, Anita 
Weiss, Aileen Whalen, Judy Wise, Alyson Wood, 

Shirley Zimmerman. 
 

   Please note: Those people listed as Family and 

Friends will be listed here for a four-week period.  

Please contact the church office at 570-675-3859 

or stpaul@epix.net if you desire a name to remain 

on the list beyond that time.  
 

Family & Friends:  Jack Babuscak, Brenda Banaszek, 

Alanna Berger, Tim Brown and family, Cliff and 
Ron Bunt, Donna C., Marjorie Catania, Paul 

Davis, Janet DeCosta, Debbie Demuro, Harrison 
Frye, Sharon Mary Golden, Nancy Harm, Debbie 

Hilbert, Marty Hille, Jenn Hubbard, Christine Ide, 
Doug Ide, Candace Jones, Michael Kaminski, 

Patricia Kay, Joe Kerestes, Debbie Kertesz, Ken 
Kertesz, Bradley Kessler, Alice Laskowski, Chuck 
Litkin, John, Karen and Charlie Lulun, Jim 

Madonna, Carol Marker, Cathy Martin, Becky 
Morgan, Patty N., Tim Nulton, Ryleigh Phillips, 

Paul Pryor, Abraham Quintanar, Febe Quintanar, 
Andy Reistetter, Doris Rosencrans, Bonnie Ryman, 

Chris Salazar, Sandra Serhan, Nancy Shymanski, 
MaryAnn Size, Richard Skurski, Wally Skurski, 
Gayle Smith, Sandy Sprau, Benjamin Szostak, 

Abigail Thomas, Larry Titus, Corrine Varneke, 
Tabitha Walters, Nancy Weller, Karen Wise, Peg 

Wyda, Chris Z., Mary Z., Ashley, Bethann, Keith, 
Megan, the M family, Johnny, Betsy, Dawn, 

Jonathan, Joni, Beth, Stone Family, Stacey, Laura, 
Debra and their families, Josiah, Mary, Tommy, 
Sylvia and Kurt (no last names given). 

†   †   † 
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Update on the congregational council meeting 

on Tuesday, October 6:  
 

   Worship and Music: Synod supply pastors and  

St. Paul’s assisting ministers are scheduled to lead 

all worship services in November. Communion will 
be offered on Saturday, November 14 and Sunday, 

November 21. Pastor will lead a Worship Planning 
Training meeting for those members who will be 
doing worship planning after Pastor’s retirement.  
 

   Christian Education: Sunday School students 
held their first bonfire at the newly rebuilt fire pit on 

Sunday, October 4 and decorated pumpkins for 
homebound congregation members. The annual 

turkey decorating contest will be held in November 
and all members are invited to participate. Trish 
Brosious has volunteered to lead Bible Study classes 

following Pastor’s retirement; date and time TBA.  
 

   Social Ministry: The committee announced that 
33 pairs of sneakers were collected for Head Start 

students. Upcoming projects include cards and gift 
bags for homebound members in November and a 
mitten tree for Head Start students in December.  

 

   Old Business: The next meeting of the 6261 

bundle churches will be held on Wednesday, 
October 14 at 6:30 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, West Pittston. All members are 

encouraged to attend and to sign up for the meeting 
on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Council 

members will begin collecting information for a 
profile of St. Paul’s; that document will be used in 

the call process for a new pastor. Additional 
assisting ministers are also needed and anyone 
interested in learning more about the position is 

invited to contact Frank Mariano.  
 

   New Business: There will be four open positions 

on church council beginning January 2027, and 
anyone interested in serving on council can contact 

Frank Mariano or the church office at 570.675.3859 
or stpaul@epix.net. 
 

WEEKLY WHITE OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 2026 2025 

January $   7,760.63 $   10,574.77 

February $ 12,154.68 $   12,263.93 

March $ 13,630.60 $   12,766.88 

April $   9,780.39 $     9,824.75 

May $ 12,530.57 $   12,036.88 

June $ 10,732.51 $   10,323.40 

July $   9,494.81 $   13,116.93 

August $ 12,899.38 $   11,710.74 

September $   9,684.43 $   11,471.37 

October $      $      

November   

TOTAL $ 98,668.00 $  104,089.65 
 

Budget Update: St. Paul’s finances as of Sept. 2026 
 

 Jan.-Sept. 2026 
Year to Date 

Jan. – Sept. 2025* 
Year to Date 

Total Income* $ 129,621.21 $ 138,430.57 

Transfer/Savings $   73,846.64 $   83,638.00 

Total Expenses $ 220,159.58 $ 227,738.34 
 

*General Fund – does not include Special Appeals or 
     Designated Funds 
 

General Fund Monthly Income vs. Expenses 
 

MONTH                INCOME EXPENSES 
 

January               $  14,391.01         $  30,745.97 

February             $  14,203.61         $  24,588.29 
March                 $  15,507.78         $  26,955.25 

April                   $  14,278.14          $  19,794.57 
May                 $  21,565.99          $  27,964.63 

June                 $  11,566.37          $  23,702.69 
July                 $  12,246.52          $  22,966.82 
August                $  15,049.30          $  22,625.71 

September          $  10,812.43           $  22,014.57 
October              $                             $   

November          $                             $   
December           $                             $   

      TOTAL        $ 129,621.21         $  220,159.58 
 

†   †   † 
 

SPECIAL DATES 
 

• All Saints’ Day, November 1 

• Daylight saving time ends, November 1 

• Veterans Day, November 11 

• Christ the King Sunday, November 22 

• Thanksgiving Day, November 26 

• First Sunday of Advent, November 29 



ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

 
   Half our November worship weekends are 

celebrations of festivals with All Saints’ Sunday 
beginning the month and Christ the King Sunday 

on the third Sunday of the month. For us, All 
Saints’ is a combination of two church festivals. 
One celebrates the community of believers across 

time and space, the baptized community known 
as the church. The other remembers those saints 

from that community whose baptism is complete 
and who have entered into eternal rest in death, 

but who are not celebrated on days set apart for 
their particular memory, such as St. Paul or 
St. Matthew. So we celebrate both: those of our 

community who have died, and our whole 
community of baptized believers, all of whom are 

made saints by God in baptism. We particularly 
remember in our prayers that day those who in 

the past year have died, Mark Sabol and Robert 

Tambur, and those who are newly baptized: Jacob 

Cohen, Henry Orgitano, Troy Pambianco, Lena 

Pericich and River Siperko. 

 

†   †   † 

 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP LEADERS 

 
Oct. 31/Nov. 1: Keith Brosious (no Communion) 
Nov. 7/8: Frank Mariano (no Communion) 

Nov. 14: Rev. Lynn Rothrock 
(Baptism/Communion) 

Nov. 15: Trish Brosious (no Communion) 
Nov. 21: Gail Smallwood (no Communion) 
Nov. 22: Rev. Reiner (Communion) 

Nov. 28/29: Deacon Talley (no Communion) 
 

†   †   † 

 

BIBLE STUDY RESUMES 

 
   Bible study classes, led 
by Trish Brosious, will 

resume meeting on 
Tuesday, November 24 

at 10:30 am. The classes 
will continue meeting on December 1, 8 and 15. 
If you are interested in attending, please RSVP by 

Tuesday, November 17 in the church office, or to 
Trish, so she knows how many members to 

expect. Thanks for your interest in Bible study! 

REMINDERS FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
 

   Please remember when 
mailing items to the church 

to use PO Box 802 for the 
mailing address - do not use 

474 Yalick Rd. 
 

   In addition, please note the church office will be 
closed on Thursday, Nov. 26 (Thanksgiving) and 

Friday, Nov. 27. 
 
   We wind down the church year this month with 

the final green Sundays after Pentecost, ending 
with a celebration of the reign of Christ as the 

king of all creation. The readings will turn our 
gaze heaven-ward and to end-time dimensions. 

It’s a grand climax and big-picture view of the 
long season of discipleship and works and 
teachings of Jesus we have experienced since last 

spring. It’s a different perspective, and in a way, 
that is just what the Christian faith and the 

kingdom of God give us – a different perspective. 
We need that, because it’s too easy to get mired 

down and sucked into the well of the anxiety, 
division, animosity, and self-centeredness of the 
world. Thanks to God’s work in Jesus, there are 

other ways and different perspective – kingdom 
ways, gospel truth, neighborly love, and 

forgiveness renewal. 
 

   We thank you for your companionship in the 
faith. 
 

    Carol and Gail  
 

†   †   † 

 

LABYRINTH WALK 
 

   St. Paul’s labyrinth will be open 

on Wednesday, November 18 
from 3:00-6:00 pm. Church 

members will be on hand to offer 
guidance in walking the 

labyrinth. The walk is free and 
open to the public. Shoes are not worn while 
walking the labyrinth; please wear or bring socks. 

For more information contact the church office at 
570-675-3859. 

 
 



WHERE’S THE BEEF? 
 

   St. Paul’s Brotherhood 
will hold its second roast 
beef dinner of the fall on 

Saturday, November 7, 
from 4:00-6:30 pm. This 

sit-down dinner will 
feature the most tender and flavorful roast beef 

and gravy (if you attended our September roast 
beef dinner you know how delicious it was!), 
mashed potatoes, two vegetables, a dinner roll, 

pepper hash, beverages and dessert. Tickets are 
$16 for adults, $5 for children and will be 

available at the door the night of the dinner. 
Take-outs will begin at 3:30 pm. Sign-up sheets 

have been posted in the Narthex, so please 
consider signing up to help in one of the many 
ways volunteers are needed. Many thanks! 
 

†   †   † 
 

BAPTISM/FIRST COMMUNION 

RECIPIENTS 
 

   Last month we celebrated 
the baptism of Troy 
Pambianco and Lena 

Pericich, during worship on 
Sunday, October 18. Lena 

also celebrated her First 
Communion, and she received her own Bible, a 

gift from the congregation. We are delighted to 
welcome them to be nourished in faith through 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  

 

†   †   † 

 
 

   On Thursday, 
November 19, and on 

the third Thursday of 
each month, the Grief 

Support Group will meet 
at St. Paul’s at 6:30 pm. 

These meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

†   †   † 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE PROJECT 

 
   Cookies are needed by the Social Ministry 

committee who would like to place some 
Christmas goodies in their Care and Concern 

Christmas gift bags. If you are able to donate two 
dozen cookies to assist their efforts, please bring 
them to church by Wednesday, December 16 and 

place them in the kitchen; a sign-up sheet will be 
posted on the table in the Narthex. The bags will 

be assembled on December 16. 
 

†   †   † 
 

 

 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

   Enclosed with this newsletter is an order form 
and envelope for you to place your order for 

poinsettias ($15 each) that will be used to 
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve. Please 
note the online address 

(www.stpaulsdallaspa.org) and click on the 
Online Giving link to order your plants online. Be 

sure to include the name of the person in whose 
memory or honor you are giving the poinsettia(s). 

You may also specify a color, red or white. 
Deadline for placing your order is Monday, 
November 23. 

 

†   †   † 

 

After winter comes the summer. After night 
comes the dawn. And after every storm, there 
comes clear, open skies. 

 
—Attributed to Samuel Rutherford 

 

http://www.stpaulsdallaspa.org/


 
 

DORCAS HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 

 
   All women of St. Paul’s (and guests) are 
welcome to attend the annual Dorcas Christmas 

Party on Tuesday, December 8. This year’s event 
will be a delicious luncheon served at the Apple 
Tree Terrace in Dallas. Plans include Christmas-

themed devotions, and a buffet-style meal 
followed by musical entertainment. 

 
   A sign-up sheet will be posted in the church 

Narthex in the month of November. Price per 
person will be $31.00. Deadline to sign up for the 
luncheon is Sunday, November 29. If sign-up is 

inconvenient, please call the church office at 
570.675.3859 or email at stpaul@epix.net to place 

your name on the sign-up lit. 
 

   We would love to see you at Apple Tree! 
 

†   †   † 

 

IT’S TURKEY TIME! 

 
   Get ready to show off 
your creativity! Our 

Sunday School is hosting 
its annual Turkey 

Decorating Contest, and 
we invite all church 

members and families to 
join in the fun! Let your imagination run wild and 
decorate your very own turkey. The more 

creative, the better! There are no limits to your 
gobble worthy ideas! Judging will take place on 

Sunday, November 22. We’ll be collecting food 
donations for the Back Mountain Food Pantry. 

Bring a nonperishable food item to cast your vote 
for your favorite turkey and help support those in 
need in our community! So gather your supplies, 

bring your most creative turkey, and let’s make 
this a fun and meaningful celebration for 

everyone! 

   With the summer season 
completed and the special events 

and reunion of September past, 
Bear Creek Camp focuses on 

small group retreats and 
gatherings and sets its sights on 

January’s Winter Connect 2027.  
 
   Winter Connect (January 8-10, 

2027) is a winter weekend of cozy 
cabins, winter adventures, familiar 

faces, new friends, and a weekend designed to 
help you grow in your faith. Returning BCC 

campers and those curious about overnight camp 
for the first time alike are invited to join the 
regular staff for this special weekend.  

 
   You can see details and register on the BCC 

website (bearcreekcamp.org). And thank you for 
your support of Bear Creek Camp and its very 

important ministry.  
 

 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 
 

   Veterans Day has its roots in what was called 

Armistice Day, when a peace agreement ended 
World War I on November 11, 1918. President 

Woodrow Wilson proclaimed that Armistice Day 
was to be marked with solemn pride in heroism 

and with gratitude for victory as well as the 
“opportunity it has given America to show 
sympathy with peace and justice.” In 1954, the 

remembrance was renamed Veterans Day to 

honor all U.S. military personnel. It’s a reminder 

to pray for and honor all who serve and sacrifice, 
to support and assist their families, and to pray 

that God will bring peace on earth.  
 

 

TOYS FOR TOTS COLLECTION  

 
   Our Scout Pack 241 is doing a service project 
collecting new toys for children at Christmas. 

They will soon set up Toys for Tots containers in 
the foyer. If you would like to participate, please 
place unwrapped new toys in the foyer containers 

by Sunday, November 22, when they will be 
picked up by the U.S. Marines for distribution to 

families in need. Thank you for supporting our 
Scouts! 

 

mailto:stpaul@epix.net


6261 BUNDLE NEWS 
 

   The process of getting to learn 
more about one another 

continues with three of our local 
Episcopal churches as we work 

together to discern our possible 
shared ministry through the 6261 model.  
 

   At our October gathering at Trinity Episcopal 

Church, we reflected on our congregation’s 
histories, trends and relationships with one 

another and the community. Our church 

historical timelines were posted and participants 

reflected on the histories and the major events 
during those time periods. 
 

   Our next gathering is Wednesday, Nov. 18, 

6:30 pm, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. This 
gathering will focus on the positive impact that 
the church has had on our individual lives. 

Members will have an opportunity to reflect on 
how the church has affected them, key 

events/experiences in the life of the church that 
were particularly meaningful, her others’ 

connection to the church, and think about how 
the 6261 Ministry Community could engage 
others. The more we are involved in the process, 

the better it will be for all of us to understand and 
appreciate the 6261 model and how it might serve 

us in our congregation’s life and ministry going 
forward.   
 

   Thank you for your participation and openness 

to where God may be calling St. Paul’s Church. If 

you are planning to attend this meeting, please 

sign up on the attendance sheet in the Narthex. 
 

†   †   † 

 

SUE HAND FEATURED SPEAKER AT 

RAILROAD CLUB PRESENTATION 

 
   The Back Mountain Railroad Club invites the 

community to attend an historical presentation 
titled “Evening of Trains and Transportation” on 

Friday, November 20 at 7:00 pm at St. Paul’s. 
This free presentation features Dr. Harrison 

Wick, special collections librarian and archivist at 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and local 
artist Sue Hand.  
 

FROM THE 

MAILBOX 
 

 
Notes from 

Head Start: 
 
   Thank you so much for thinking of our students 

again this school year! It means so much to our 
Luzerne County Head Start staff and families at 

the Back Mountain Center that the St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church congregation takes the time 

each school year to purchase back-to-school 
sneakers for the children. A few of the children 
also wanted to express their gratitude (with the 

help of their parents) below. We appreciate you! 
 

Thank you for my shoes. I love them! Gabriella 
Thank you, Liliana 

I love my shoes. Thanks, Amoury 
Thanks for my shoes, Austin 
Thank you! Love, Oakley 

Thank you, Celia 
Thank you, Carter 

 

†   †   † 

 

PEACE AND JOY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

 
   Holidays are meant to bring joy, yet they can 
easily become stressful. A careless comment, an 

unmet expectation or a simple misunderstanding 
may lead to hurt feelings and family tension. 

Before long, a small disagreement can grow into 

an argument that overshadows the celebration. 
 

   In moments like these, remember the wise 
teacher who chose to let slights and insults pass. 

He explained, “I have only one skin, and it covers 
me very well. I don’t let anyone else get under it.” 
This holiday season, choose patience, extend 

grace and protect the peace around your table. 
 

 

†   †   † 

 

Before God, we are all equally wise and equally 
foolish. 
                           —Attributed to Albert Einstein 
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